Quotes from FORE Grantees

"Addiction is an extremely isolating disease that thrives on us feeling alone. During the
pandemic, | have felt alone and secluded because my normal connections, meetings,
and supports are not accessible," said Kayla Zawislak, Engagement Specialist with the
Addiction Policy Forum. "What has been working for a number of years has been
completely turned upside down. Having an online support system, like the Connections
App has helped connect to other individuals in recovery, share my struggles, and
celebrate my victories."

Kayla Zawislak, CADC

Engagement Specialist

Addiction Policy Forum

State: National

"The COVID-19 pandemic presents unique challenges for individuals with opioid use
disorder. Preliminary data from around the country show a recent spike in fatal
overdoses, likely driven in part by the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on treatment
access, drug supply, psychological distress, and other factors that complicate recovery.
Developing effective strategies for engaging and retaining patients in evidence-based
treatment has never been more urgent.”

Stephen Crystal, PhD

Professor & Principal Investigator

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

State: New Jersey

"The COVID-19 pandemic has led to dramatic changes in opioid use disorder service
delivery, with greater use of telehealth, increased flexibility around medication
prescribing, and fewer requirements for drug testing and counseling as a condition of
medication treatment. These abrupt changes — which many experts advocated for even
before the pandemic — provide an opportunity to study their impact on key patient
outcomes, including access to care, long-term retention in treatment, and overdose.
This information is critical for informing policy and practice efforts both during and
beyond the COVID-19 pandemic." Peter Treitler, project director"

Peter Treitler

Project Director

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

State: New Jersey

"The lllinois Association of Free and Charitable Clinics (IAFCC) Project’s key emphasis
is to strengthen access to quality care for the uninsured and underinsured. The



generous support of the Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts (FORE) enables us to
increase our capacity toward addressing the epidemic by gathering evidenced-based
resources and aiding our clinics in expanding outreach and care to those most in need.
We look forward to working with local, state, and national leaders that will guide us in
the implementation and evaluation of this initiative for our 52 Free and Charitable Clinics
in lllinois."

Melissa Maguire

Executive Director

lllinois Association of Free and Charitable Clinics

State: lllinois

"We are grateful for the support from FORE, which provides critical financial support to
our clinics. It plays a huge part in the implementation of telehealth platforms and
provides tools to assist patients that have been isolated as a result of COVID-19,
including care at Free and Charitable Clinics "

Davon Lawrence

Opioid Project Resource Coordinator

lllinois Association of Free and Charitable Clinics

State: lllinois



