
Boilerplates / Background 
 
 
Addiction Policy Forum 
The Addiction Policy Forum was created to serve patients and families impacted by the 
disease of addiction. Founded in 2015, we are working in states and communities 
across the country to end stigma, help patients and families in crisis and translate the 
science around addiction. We are a nationwide nonprofit organization dedicated to 
eliminating addiction as a major health problem.  

Our vision is to eliminate addiction as a major health problem, while leading the fight 
against the deadly consequences of addiction in order to help patients, families, and 
communities affected by the disease.  

The Addiction Policy Forum has Five Strategic Goals: 

1. Help Families and Patients in Crisis by providing new, effective resources and 
support for patients and families in crisis. 

2. Integrate Treatment by developing resources, protocols and tools for 
physicians, healthcare systems and the workforce to integrate treatment of 
substance use disorders into healthcare. 

3. Raise Awareness with tools to educate, translate and communicate information 
about the disease of addiction to key stakeholders and audiences. 

4. Prevent Addiction by helping communities and families take steps to prevent 
addiction or find it at its earliest, most treatable stage. 

5. Advocate and Educate by intensifying the urgency around addiction and 
mobilize bold action through advocacy and engagement. 

 
 
Ballad Health 
Ballad Health is an integrated health care system serving the Appalachian Highlands – 
21 counties of Northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia – as well as Northwest 
North Carolina and Southeast Kentucky. Our system was created to improve the health 
of the people we serve. Ballad Health operates 21 hospitals, including three tertiary 
medical centers, a dedicated children’s hospital, community hospitals, three critical 
access hospitals, a behavioral health hospital, an addiction treatment facility, long-term 
care facilities, home care and hospice services, retail pharmacies, outpatient services 
and a multispecialty physician group.  All Ballad Health facilities are taking crucial safety 
precautions, including enhanced physical distancing measures, increased infection 
control and new processes and systems to safeguard patients’ care journeys. At Ballad 
Health, you are #SafeWithUs. Learn more at www.balladhealth.org. 
 
 
 

http://www.balladhealth.org/


RAND Corporation 
The RAND Corporation is a research organization that develops solutions to public 
policy challenges to help make communities throughout the world safer and more 
secure, healthier and more prosperous. RAND is nonprofit, nonpartisan, and committed 
to the public interest. 
  
RAND's research and analysis address issues that impact people around the world, 
including security, health, education, sustainability, growth, and development. As a 
nonpartisan organization, RAND is widely respected for operating independent of 
political and commercial pressures. 
 
 
Rutgers Institute for Health, Health Care Policy and Aging Research 
Rutgers Institute for Health, Health Care Policy and Aging Research advances health 
and well-being through meaningful, rigorous and impactful research in the critical areas 
of behavioral health, health services, health disparities, health policy, health economics, 
pharmacoepidemiology, and aging research. Since its 1985 founding, the Institute has 
become nationally renowned for interdisciplinary and translational research. The 
Institute's 57,000 square foot facilities are home to six members elected to the National 
Academy of Medicine and 150 members representing over 30 schools, institutes, and 
units with adjunct members from 29 national and international universities. 
 
 
UNC Health Sciences at Mountain Area Health Education Center 
Mountain Area Health Education Center was established in 1974 and is a leader in 
healthcare, education, and innovation. Located in Asheville, MAHEC serves a 16-county 
region in Western North Carolina and is one of nine Area Health Education Centers in 
North Carolina. MAHEC’s mission is to recruit, train and retain the workforce needed to 
create a healthy North Carolina with a focus on primary care in rural communities and 
those with less access to resources. MAHEC’s Biltmore campus is also home to UNC 
Health Sciences at MAHEC, an academic health center in partnership with UNC-Chapel 
Hill that includes programs from the UNC School of Medicine, UNC Gillings School of 
Global Public Health, and UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy.  


