
Racial Disparities in Accessing 
Evidence-Based OUD Treatment and 
the Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic
Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts (FORE)
Howard University College of Medicine
New York University
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine

7/16/20



Introduction

02

Follow ongoing updates on our website:
https://www.ForeFdn.org
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President

Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts



Agenda
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1. Welcome and Webinar Logistics

2. Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts (FORE)
Karen A. Scott, MD, MPH

3. Beyond Magic Bullets: White Race as Social Determinant of the Opioid 
Crisis

Helena Hansen, MD, PhD

4. IDEA Exchange Syringe Services Program
Hansel Tookes, MD, MPH

5. A Community-Centered Approach to Addressing Opioid Use Disorder 
in Minority Communities: Lessons from Washington, DC

Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH

6. Reflecting Remarks
H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH

7. Question and Answer Session with: Helena Hansen, MD, PhD
Hansel Tookes, MD, MPH
Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH
H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH



Webinar Logistics
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1. Webinar is being recorded and will be on www.ForeFdn.org

shortly after the session ends.
2. Presentation slides will be made available for download on 

our website.

3. Please use the “Q&A” found at the bottom of your Zoom 
screen. 

• If you have a similar question, please upvote using the thumbs up 
button on the question.

• We will read as many questions live as time permits.

4. An FAQ will be provided on our website based on the 
questions submitted during the Q&A session.

5. Any resources you would like to share with everyone please 
send to info@ForeFdn.org

6. There will be a brief survey immediately following the 
webinar.  Please provide us with feedback!

http://www.forefdn.org/
mailto:info@ForeFdn.org


FORE’s COVID-19 National 
Emergency Response

05• FORE is responding to the 
pandemic through convenings, 
resources, and grantmaking.

• Webinars:
• Thursdays @3pm ET
• July 30th: OTPs, Telehealth, 

and COVID-19
• Prior sessions recorded

• Sign up for our newsletter
Follow updates on our website:

www.ForeFdn.org

http://www.forefdn.org/


Webinar Presenters
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Helena Hansen, MD, PhD
Associate Professor
Departments of Anthropology and Psychiatry
New York University

Hansel Tookes, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Founder & Medical Director, IDEA Exchange SSP

Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH
Chief Medical Officer & Director of Crisis and Emergency Services
District of Columbia Department of Behavioral Health
Assistant Professor, Howard University College of Medicine



Beyond Magic Bullets: 
White Race as Social 
Determinant of the Opioid Crisis 07

Helena Hansen, MD, PhD
Associate Professor

Departments of Anthropology and Psychiatry
New York University

Contact Information:
helena.hansen@nyulangone.org
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Buprenorphine Patients in US: 
91% White, 56% College Educated
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Geography of Buprenorphine is the 
Inverse of Methadone Distribution
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Whiteness

• Exclusive Category         Boundary Maintenance 
• Unmarked: assumed norm
• Defined by its “Other”: Black/White interdependent
• Costly (to Whites)
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Technologies of Whiteness

• Addiction Neuroscience
• New Biotechnologies
• Regulatory Structures
• Marketing 
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Technologies of Whiteness
Addiction Neuroscience
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Decade of the Brain 1990-1999
By the President of the United States of America 

A PROCLAMATION 
The human brain, a 3-pound mass of interwoven nerve cells that controls our 
activity. is one of the most magnificent-and mysterious-wonders of creation. 
The seat of human intelligence. interpreter of senses. and controller of 
movement. this incredible organ continues to intrigue scientist and layman 
alike…
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Technologies of Whiteness
New Biotechnologies
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Technologies of Whiteness
Regulation
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Technologies of Whiteness
Media and Marketing
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Beyond Magic Bullets

38
• Racial Capital Drives Biotech and Pharma
• Magic Bullet Ideology reinforces Structural

Racism
• Invest in Innovative BioSocial Community-Based 

Approaches
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IDEA Exchange
Syringe Service Program
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Hansel Tookes, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine

University of Miami
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Contact Information:
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IDEA PWID –
The Digital Divide

• On-Demand or scheduled appointment
• Team dispatched to field with iPad and 

hotspot OR participant comes to IDEA for 
Zoom meeting

• Prescriptions written
• Controlled substances sent electronically
• Medications delivered
• New Capabilities: labs drawn in the field
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https://www.deadiversion.us
doj.gov/GDP/(DEA-DC-
023)(DEA075)Decision_Tre
e_(Final)_33120_2007.pdf

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/GDP/(DEA-DC-023)(DEA075)Decision_Tree_(Final)_33120_2007.pdf
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A Community-Centered Approach 
to Addressing Opioid Use Disorder 
in Minority Communities: 
Lessons from Washington, DC

52

Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH
Chief Medical Officer 

Director of Crisis and Emergency Services
District of Columbia Department of Behavioral Health

Assistant Prof, Dept. of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences
Howard University College of Medicine

Contact Information:
morgan.medlock@howard.edu



Goals for a Community-
Centered Approach

• Community-Centered Data Collection
• Community Education and Empowerment
• Community-Centered Intervention
• Sustained Community Partnership
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Racism and Substance 
Use Disorder Treatment

• Opioid “epidemic” framed as a white problem
• Treatment vs. incarceration 

• Rising black death rate largely ignored in political 
narratives

• Access to office-based treatments: white, 
suburban areas

• Restrictive treatments and jail/prison 
overutilized in poor, black populations
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ZONE OF INEQUITY

>90% African American

>80% of food deserts

1/3 live below poverty line

Highest HIV prevalence rates

Mental health resource shortage area

Highest opioid overdose rates

Context: Washington, DC 
Wards 7 and 8
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Community-Centered 
Data Collection

• Objective: Engage individuals with lived 
experience, neighbors, family members, and 
leaders, in the interview process.

• Lesson: Community members were concerned 
about more than “treatment.” They were 
seeking systemic solutions to economic 
disinvestment (a root cause of SUD).
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Community’s Vision and Mission

The vision of the Washington, DC “Reach, Engage, 
Retain” project is for Wards 7&8 to be a healthy, 
thriving community where residents experience 
freedom from problems with substance use and 
addiction.

Our mission is to increase access to effective 
recovery and treatment services; reduce stigma; 
and deal with the root causes of unhealthy drug 
use. 
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Community Education 
and Empowerment

• Objective: Educate community champions and 
DC residents at-large regarding key aspects of 
opioid treatment and recovery. Disseminate 
knowledge about treatment resources.

• Lesson: A great deal of stigma regarding OUD 
treatment was present on the Community 
Board. We started there with our educational 
efforts.
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Community-Centered Intervention

• Objective: Communicate findings, seek 
feedback, and apply revisions to the 
intervention and evaluation process, guided 
by community stakeholders.

• Lesson: SBIRT Intervention in process at local 
church and non-profit community center

59



Sustained Community 
Partnership

• Objective: Nurture relationships with community 
advisors and partners that will guide long-term 
strategy and decision-making within the 
Department of Psychiatry and the College of 
Medicine. 

• Lesson: The community must feel valued beyond 
the deliverables of the project.
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Why are we here?
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Reflecting Remarks
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H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH
Dean’s Executive Professor of Public Health

Santa Clara University
Former Director

Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), SAMHSA
FORE Board Member



Questions?
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Helena Hansen, MD, PhD
Associate Professor
Departments of Anthropology and Psychiatry
New York University

Hansel Tookes, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Founder & Medical Director, IDEA Exchange SSP

Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH
Chief Medical Officer & Director of Crisis and Emergency Services
District of Columbia Department of Behavioral Health
Assistant Professor, Howard University College of Medicine

H. Westley Clark, MD, JD, MPH
Dean’s Executive Professor of Public Health, Santa Clara University
Former Director, Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, SAMHSA
FORE Board Member



Take Care of Yourself!
Thank You For Your Work!
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Additional Resources

65
SAMHSA COVID-19 guidance and resources
https://www.samhsa.gov/coronavirus

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services guidance, including a compilation of state 
1135 waivers
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-
Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page

American Society of Addiction Medicine compilation of guidance and resources, 
including links to state-level policy actions and waiver requests
https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/covid-19-coronavirus

State Health & Value Strategies resources on state policy options and responses
https://www.shvs.org/

Manatt Health resources on federal and state strategies to respond to COVID-19
https://www.manatt.com/COVID-19 and https://healthinsights.manatt.com/

National Academy for State Health Policy resources on state activity https://nashp.org/

https://www.samhsa.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.shvs.org/
https://www.manatt.com/COVID-19
https://healthinsights.manatt.com/
https://nashp.org/
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About the Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts
The Foundation for Opioid Response Efforts (FORE) was founded in 2018 as a private 
501(c)(3) national, grant-making foundation focused on addressing the nation’s 
opioid crisis. FORE is committed to funding a diversity of projects contributing 
solutions to the crisis at national, state, and community levels. FORE’s mission is to 
convene and support partners advancing patient-centered, innovative, evidence-
based solutions impacting people experiencing opioid use disorder, their families, 
and their communities. 

For more information on FORE, please visit www.ForeFdn.org.

About New York University 
Thriving beyond borders and across academic disciplines, NYU has emerged as one of 
the most networked and extensive worldwide platforms for learning, teaching, 
researching, building knowledge, and inventing new ways to meet humanity’s 
challenges. Its students, faculty and alumni feed off the stimulating power of swirling 
intellectual and cultural experiences by mastering academic disciplines, expressing 
themselves in the arts, and excelling in demanding professions.

New York University’s mission is to be a top quality international center of 
scholarship, teaching and research. This involves retaining and attracting outstanding 
faculty who are leaders in their fields, encouraging them to create programs that 
draw outstanding students, and providing an intellectually rich environment. NYU 
seeks to take academic and cultural advantage of its location and to embrace 
diversity among faculty, staff and students to ensure a wide range of perspectives, 
including international perspectives, in the educational experience.

For more information, please visit https://www.nyu.edu/. 

http://www.forefdn.org/
https://www.nyu.edu/
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About the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
The mission of the University of Miami Health System and Leonard M. Miller School 
of Medicine is to be a state-of-the-art academic medical center that serves the South 
Florida community and beyond. This will be accomplished by:

• Delivering high-quality, compassionate health care

• Leading life-changing discoveries and transforming patient care through 
innovative research

• Educating the next generation of medical leaders

• Promoting the health and well-being of our community

For more information, please visit https://med.miami.edu/. 

About the Howard University College of Medicine
Howard University College of Medicine provides students of high academic potential 
with a medical education of exceptional quality and prepares physicians and other 
health care professionals to serve the underserved. Particular focus is on the 
education of disadvantaged students for careers in medicine. Emphasis is placed on 
developing skills and habits of life-long learning and producing world leaders in 
medicine. Special attention is directed to teaching and research activities that 
address health care disparities.

The College also seeks to improve the health of Americans and the global community 
through public health training programs and initiatives. Our mission also includes the 
discovery of new knowledge through research. Lastly, the College supports the 
education and training of postgraduate physicians, other health care providers, and 
graduate students in the biomedical sciences.

For more information, please visit https://medicine.howard.edu/. 

https://med.miami.edu/
https://medicine.howard.edu/


The information contained in this document is confidential and may not be used, 
published or redistributed without the prior written consent of the Foundation for 

Opioid Response Efforts.

General inquiries: info@ForeFdn.org

Follow ongoing updates on our website:
www.ForeFdn.org

mailto:info@ForeFdn.org
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